In the December (1914) 
In the December (1914) number of The Psychological Clinic, Messrs. Pintner and Patterson supply data, from an analysis of the Binet-Simon records on file in an institution for the feebleminded, which indicate that the adult inmates ("above fifteen") are superior to the child inmates ("below fifteen") in the two tests studied, namely, the naming of the days of the week and months of the year. The results show that on the basis of a passing standard of 75 per cent, the days-of-the-week test is normal for the adult group at the B.-S. (Binet-Simon) age VI and for the child group one year later. On the other hand, the months-of-the-year test is normal for both groups at age VIII.
That the adults' superiority compared with the children's is actually larger in the months tests than in the weeks test, instead of being smaller as would appear from the above statements, becomes On the other hand, the analysis of the tabular data for the six individual tests3 which were specifically investigated revealed significant maturity differences in some tests but not in others. I shall here give the results of a more complete analysis of the first five tests mentioned above than was possible in the earlier treatment.
The adults clearly excel in the reading test. They read the selection in less than half the time (47.6 sec.) required by the children (97.4 sec.); and they vary about half as much among themselves in the time required to read it (M.V., 14.3) as do the children (M.V., 26.6). The children, however, gain almost three times as much from B.-S. age to B.-S. age between IX and XI4 (average improvement per year, 37.2 sec.) as do the adults (13.8 sec.).
A surface examination of the results for the form-board test ( The analysis of a number of individual tests in this paper seems, therefore, to show that common age standards can be used, without very much error, for both subnormal children and subnormal adults, in all the tests except in reading and naming the week days (and possibly naming the months of the year), where the mental age scores are lower for the children than for the adults. However, whether the line between the juvenile and adult periods of life should be drawn at fifteen, twenty-one, or some other age, will depend on whether maturity is attained at fifteen, twenty-one, or some other age; and this can be ascertained only by experimentally determining for separate mental traits the age beyond which they fail to show any increase in strength or functional capacity.
